
Watershed Group Meeting

January 17, 2020 10AM to Noon

Armory, Kittitas Valley Event Center



 Minutes – October 25, 2019





On-Line Map and Inventory



Outreach plan status
Newsletter
Social Media
Website
Grower Meetings (Hay Growers, Saddle 

Mountain, KCCD/Farm Bureau, etc.)

Workshop – Soil Health February 20, 2020





Landowner Inventories
Drone Technology



Individual Producer Opportunities
 Integrated Plan Water Conservation Funds
Trust Water

Conservation Commission
Natural Resource Inventory Funds
 Limited to $50,000/landowner

 Irrigation Efficiencies Program
RCPP (EQIP) – 2020 Applications still being 

accepted 
 Initial screening completed in December 2019



 CART is the new NRCS ranking tool we will be using in future sign-ups.
 CART envisions the agency’s close working relationship with Local 

Workgroups to continue and have the potential to increase!
 CART has greater capabilities to utilize geospatial mapping. 
 LWG Resource Concern priorities should also be established in LWG 

ranking questions.
 Overall, NRCS WA is streamlining the number of funding pools – the 

State Conservationist is allowing 2 unique local pools per LWG
 Overall state funding will not decrease because of streamlining funding 

pools.
 All previous Big Bend Team local funding pools are already reflected as 

state funding pool.





Surface Water Depletion –
water from collected 
precipitation runoff, ponds, 
lakes, surface water courses, 
and reservoirs is used at a rate 
that is detrimental to ecological 
functions or other identified 
uses and threatens sustained 
availability of surface water.

Objective to Treat Resource 
Concern: reduce surface water 
depletion



Program Updates
RCPP 
New round applications due May/June 2020



RCPP Conservation Activities
 Land management/land improvement/restoration practices
 Land rentals
 Entity-held easements
 United States-held easements
 Public works/watersheds

Funding Pools
 State/Multi-state
 Critical Conservation Areas



Program Updates
Fish Barrier Removal Board
Watershed Pathway



Program Updates
Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
Yakima Fish Passage Targeted Investment 

Projects
The Ranch on Swauk Creek
Upper Yakima River Cottonwood Assessment
 Tjossem Ditch -- Improving Salmonid 

Survival



Program Updates
Kittitas County’s Distressed Counties Sales & 

Use Tax Funding



Program Updates
NACD Urban Agriculture Conservation 

Initiative
Thorp School District’s “Farm to School” 

Initiative Proposal



Data Management and Tracking
GIS layers with all projects since 2011

Review of Resource Monitoring
PIT Array Data for fish presence



 Review of PIT Array data from 2019
36
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9

Wild O.mykiss

108
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 Review of PIT Array data from 2019

7

Steelhead

5

40



 Review of PIT Array data from 2019
1

144

277 (wild)

1

120
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92



 Review of PIT Array data from 2019
1

Spring Chinook

4498



Preliminary Data (definite)
 Badger Creek/Wipple Wasteway – 25
 Cherry Creek – 6
 Cooke Creek – 1 
 Wilson Creek – 2
 Naneum Creek – 3
 Taneum Creek – 7
 Teanaway River - 1

 Preliminary Data (possible)
 Badger, Coleman, Cooke, Mercer, Reecer, Taneum, Wilson



5 Year progress report
Due November 2020
Goals & Benchmarks
Riparian Habitat
Projects and potential projects
RCPP Contract - 2 acres
RCPP Application – 2 acres
SRFB Grant – 1 acre
Potential crack willow removal and  

replacement



Soil Health Workshop – February 20, 2020 
10AM- 2PM
Watershed Group Meeting - March 20, 2020 

10AM-12PM


	Kittitas County Voluntary Stewardship Program
	Review Minutes
	Watershed Group Membership
	Outreach Activities
	Outreach Activities
	Slide Number 6
	Technical Assistance
	Financial Assistance
	Streamlining WA Funding Pools due to Adoption of CART
	Slide Number 10
	One LWG Pool for 2020��2020 Proposed Priority Resource Concern: Source Water Depletion – Surface Water Depletion 
	Financial Assistance
	RCPP – 2020 Application Announcement
	Financial Assistance
	Financial Assistance
	Financial Assistance
	Financial Assistance
	Monitoring Efforts
	Monitoring Data
	Monitoring Data
	Monitoring Data
	Monitoring Data
	Coho Redd Surveys (fall 2019)
	Reporting Requirements
	Action Register

